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NODIS 

CHEROKEE CORRECTED COPY- ADDRESS ONLY 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: ACTION MEMORANDUM: MESSAGE TO ITALIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER RUMOR ON THE MIDDLE EAST (S/S 7517222) 

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM SONNENFELDT 

1. YOU MAY WISH TO CONSIDER SENDING MESSAGE SIMILAR TO 
THOSE WHICH HAVE GONE TO GENSCHER AND SAUVAGNARGUES TO 
RUMOR. ITALIANS HAVE ALREADY ASKED US FOR MIDDLE EAST 
BRIEFING PRIOR TO THIS WEDNESDAY'S EC POLITICAL DIRECTORS 
MEETING. MESSAGE FROM YOU WOULD MEET THIS REQUEST IN MOST 
RESPONSIVE MANNER, DEMONSTRATING TO ITALIANS THAT WE TAKE 
THEM AND THEIR EC PRESIDENCY SERIOUSLY. 

2. PROPOSED MESSAGE COULD BE IDENTICAL TO THAT SENT TO 
GENSCHER. I DO NOT BELIEVE IT DESIRABLE TO REFER TO EC 

SECRET 
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PRESIDENCY IN SUCH A MESSAGE. IF YOU APPROVE. WE WILL 
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SEND SUCH A MESSAGE FROM HERE. 

APPROVE 

DISAPPROVE INGERSOLL 
SECRET 
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